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The contours of the world artistic heritage.
Baroque
(the mid-16th to mid18th centurie$
Collisions of Contrasts.
Essayl
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The Baroque era succeeded the Renaissance. Its chronological boundaries are
best understood as follows: we will consider the 17th century as the central one to
this period. If we add approximately half a centwryhis period botlirom the earlier
times (the second half of the 16th century) and from the later period (the first half of
the 18th century), we will precisely encompass roughly two centuries, forming the
historical duration of the Baroque era.

What washappening in the public consciousness from the-Igith century?

At the stage of transition to the Baroque era, the most important factor was the acute
crisis of Renaissance humanism, which constituted the essence and the core of the
Renaissance worldview.

Skeptical sentiments were increasing, and there was a growing disillusionment
with the ideas and ideals that had fueled the art of the recent past. This included the
rapid dissipation of the notions of the perfect, beautiful human and their harmonious
existence and dominance over the surrounding world.

For example, through the words of the main character in the tragtzdy-
let" , the English playwright and poilliam Shakespear€15641616) reproduces
the typical lexicon of Renaissance humanists: the earth is the garden of creation, man
is the miracle of nature, his possibilities are boundless, and so on. Sarcastically listing
all this, Hamlet annuls the spiritual legacy of tmevyious era with a phrase perriea
ed with boundless disgust for what man lived for and for man hinfselfh i ss-qu i n
sence (dik, tkesseénce of human existence is void, ridiculous and pitiful
nothingness).

It may have seemed that a backward moverbegan, a return to the Middle
Ages, of course, after passing through the rich spiritual experience of thes-Renai
sance. And in many ways, it was indeed a reaction to this experience, a reaction to the

free thinking of the previous era with its orientattowards humans, as the influence
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of the mindset of the Renaissance pushed to the background the notions of the higher
powers of creation (including God) and the superhusmantual element linked with
them.

This is whyspiritualism (from the Latinspiritus spiritualis i spirit, spiritual)
made such a statement about itself, especially in the early stages of the Bardque era
a worldview that considers the spirit as the first principle of all existence and gives
preference to the spiritual, the "celektian contrast to the material, the "earthly".

At the end of the Renaissance, Europe was seized by a thirst for repentance.
The belief in the transience of the flesh became established, and from the "darkness"
of it, the human soul sought God. In paintitigs idea was perhaps first embodied by
the Italian artisfTitian (Tiziano Vecellio, about 1477 or 14901576). This refers to
his most famous paintinyhe Penitent Magdalene" (1565), where the Gospelpe
resentation of the repentant harlot extendswiale concept.

This painting possesses almost everything important for Baroque spiritualism.
The most paramount aspect reflected here is the strongest conflict between flesh and
spirit. As for the Renaissance, the work contains the sensual allure ohg, yollt
bodied female form, as if, in contradiction, the restless soul passionately reaches for
the heavens.

Notable are the symbolic attributes introduced into the image: in the lower
right corner, there is a book (a symbol of spiritual knowledge) asidith (embog-
ing the transience of earthly life). It is characteristic that the longing for holiness is
expressed here through a stateec$tasy which became an almost obligatorynto
panion of spiritual aspirations in the Baroque era.

This state representhe essence of the sculptural sc&rtee Ecstasy of Saint
Teresa" (16451652), created by the compatriot of Titian, the most significani-arch
tect and sculptor of the Baroque styl®renzoBernini (15981680). This compas
tion is installed inthe St. Peer 6 s Basi |l i ca i n Rome, for
did a lot as an architect.

The plot of the sculptural scene is the following: an angel pierces the golden a
row into the heart of the saint. This symbolic sign of communion with the divine
causes Tiesa both agonizing and blissful ecstasy: her hand hangs limply, her head is
thrown back, a cry of desired torment breaks from her lips, and the folds ofoher m
nastic robe writhe in spasmodic trembling.



Lorenzo BerniniThe Ecstasy of Saint Teresa

Spiritualism saw its highest goal in breaking free from the shadows of the
earthly shell and touching the heavenly wonder. Its immediate expression became a
turn to deep religiosity. This was particularly tangible in Spain, which was perhaps
the main bastin of Catholicism. That is why we find so many corresponding images
in Spanish art. One of them, very characteristidtye Childhood of the Virgin"

(circa 1660), belongs to the brush lefanciscod e  Z u r (b58&1664). In the
moving image of the child, particularly enclosed purity is revealed, through which
sincerity and truthfulness of religious feeling: the pose and gesture emphaskze mee
ness, piety, and an angelic face of the girl. All this uniquely and impressively reveals
the sacred purified from the mundane, turned into the "highest heights".

Like in the days of the Middle Ages, the figureaoholy mani a recluse, an
ascetic, leading a hermetic life, detached from worldly temptatidesagain at the
forefront of art. Spanish artigt o sleé8Ribera (1591-1652) outlines the typical ce
tour of such a figure in the paintiri§aint Onuphrius" (1637). The spirit of hum
ty, fervor of prayer, a body worn by fasting, and the laites of a religious ascetic
(askull, a rosary) convey complete dewotto serving God.



More expressively and sharply than any other paiieGreco (15411614,
the real surname is Theotoc:-puli) expr e
indicates his origingfrom Greece)but he found his true home in Spain,em rei-
giousmystical sentiments were particularly strong. It was precisely through mystical
leanings, or rather, through the striving to convey that which is beyond reason and
inexplicable, that he most often embodied spiritualistic motifs. One of hikswio
this veini "The Descent of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost)(c. 1608)i reveals a mass
ecstasy scenario. The hypsongated, contorted bodies, ecstatic gestures and faces
distorted by intense spiritual tension respond to a ritual performed by aglarge of
people. The atmosphere of this mysterious rite demonstrates the complete irrational
ty of what unfolds.

At its loftiest and universal expression, spiritualism aimed to embody intens
fied, concentrated spirituality. This implied that moral esseva® valued above all
else in a person. Let us turnEb Grecoonce more. The protagonists of his painting
"Saint Peter and Saint Paul" (c. 15871592) are saints, but essentially, they are two
extraordinary human personalities, whose spiritual nature,lrheesaty, and purity
are extensively highlighted. The nobility of their countenance, the special expressiv
ness of their eyes, shining with extraordinary intelligence, depict people whose
thoughts are concentrated on the high and noble.

El Greco Saint Peter and Saint Paul
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In its own way, Baroquenusical artvery broadly embodied the ideas of dpiri
ualism of the era. This embodiment primarily occurred through a religious lens:

1 on one hand, by serving church ritual and creating an appropriate mood for
the congregation;

1 on the other hand, by using the possibilities of purely artistic impact, music
sought to immerse the listener in their inner world, in the sacred, in a prayerful
conversation with themselves, or to elevate the listener to transcendens helggre
a soul thirsting for God dwelled, symbolizing categories of the eternal and the
infinite.

Invariably, it was a mystery, a sacred act. Starting from the Late Renaissance,
musical art sharply turned in this direction. This shift is evident in thksvof two
of the most significant composers of the 16th cent@igvanni Pierluigida Pak-
strina (c. 15251 1594), the head of the Roman polyphonic school, and one of the
culminators of the evolution of the Netherlandish composer scOolalndodi Las
(c. 1532 1594).

However, cult music offered another path for expressing religious sentiment
(which was characteristic of the Protestant church): not through detachment from the
real human experience and human elements, but through participation jrbthlemn
ing on earth and addressing the praying with preaching, conversation, or reflection,
while maintaining a high spiritual mood.

The most notable figure in the exploration of this kind WasnrichS c h,¢ t z
the founder of German classical music, borraddx a century before Bach
(1585 1672). In his works, we find a corresponding gefi8ymphoniae sacrae’
written for a multivoice choir. In them, we can hear the preaching of Christiamemp
thy, behind which lies something greater: the affirmation oidkal of a pure, viu-
ous life, detached from the trivial and mundane.

Literature of the Baroque era also contributed to the development of thhe co
cept of spiritualism. From the perspective of the ongoing ideological processes, it is
very indicative thaen entire, large, and branching stream emerged, aalggibus
poetry. Poets confessed their sinfulness, recording acute internal discord, ome exa
ple beingS. Goulart (15481628) in"l run..." . At the limit of soulful anguish, ine
viduals fell into the ecstasy of sdlagellation, such as id. Ch.G¢ ntbéhser(-16 95
1723)"Your unworthiest creature..." .

As proof of the transience of all earthly things and the immortality of heavenly
elements, a fierce battle between the flesh angivé unfolded (as exemplified by
the poem"Earthly Life" by the German poeChristian Hofmannvon Hof-
mannswaldau(1617 1679)). This theme was endlessly varied in Baroque art, driven
by disillusionment with life and profound skepticism. A psalm by tlwerpment Da-
ish poet of the 17th centurfhomasKingo (16341703), with the representative title
"Weary of the world, and with heaven most dear"and the recurring phrased Ti s
vanity all,//6 Ti s v dram theybool of Ecclesiastes in the Old Testaind-
tributed to King Solomon, stands as an example. Interestingly, the author turns to a
purely religious genre and relies on a quotation borrowed from the Bible.
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Ultimately, religious poets were most concerned with the question of the true
and imaginaryalues of existence, unequivocally resolving it in favor of the spiritua
ly lofty, striving to rise above the trials and ephemeral goods of life. This theme was
particularly persistently interpreted by the pride of Mexico, the podtessal n @es
la Cruz (1651-1695).

* * *

When considering spiritualism, it is easy to see that much of the art of that time
was based on oppositions that we eallithesesThis is the key to understanding the
Baroque era.

Letds start with what opposed spirit
what it rejected, namele "bodily", earthly, sensual element

As intense as the attraction to the spiritual was, so strong was the attraction to
the directly opposite. And botcould be equally represented in the works of the same
poet, artist, or composer.

For example, the great German compasdrann SebastiaBach (1685 1750)
provided examples of spiritual inspiration (for instance, in chorale preludes for the
organ), but oa could also hear not only sensitive but distinctly sensual accents in his
works, sometimes presented in a way that would later become characteristic of urban
romance and even its special varietthe secalled "cruel romance". An example of
this can bedund in hisSonata No. 4 for Violin and Harpsichord

The most vivid and tangible results in the revelation of the "fleshly" element
were achieved ipainting This could be expressed in quite restrained forms. Such an
artistic solution can be found, for @xple, in the painting D a n §1636), where
the great Dutch painté&tembrandtHarmenszoon van Rijf1606 1669) followed the
Greek myth: the king, who was predicted to die at the hands of his grandsos; impri
oned his daughter D a naud enter; fram Zeus,wbme wh e
tered Danaz in the form of a golden sh
his grandfather with a disc during a game.

The canvas shows the moment when Dar
golden glow that herald$e appearance of Zeus. The artist admires the plasticity of
forms, the softness, and smoothness of the lines of the naked female body. But at the
same time, he fills the image with chastity and spirituality, conveying a psyeholog
cally complex state of gearning for the unknown, the desired, combined with inner
apprehension.

In addition to these restrained forms, we also find an open, almost desmonstr
tive embodiment of the sensual element in Baroque painting. Its true apotheosis was
the work of the Flemis artistPeter PaulRubens(1577 1640).

A brief explanation is needed here. At the end of the 16th century, therNethe
lands found itself divided this is why the state that existed up to that poineis r
ferred to aghe Low Countries, historically also &wn as the Netherland#s norh-
ern part gained independence during the first bourgeois revolution in history, giving
rise to the sacalled modern Netherlandéoften informally referred to as Hollarid
after the name of the leading region). The southegions remained under the-d
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minion of Spain, and this territory, named after the most important and wealthiest
province, was called Flanders (its main part later became a part of modern Belgium).

Two artistic schools developed on the foundation of the dorButch art,
which are accordingly called Dutch (led by Rembrandt) and Flemish (led by Rubens).

The work of the great Flemish artist is a true celebration of the flesh (Karl
Bryullov compared his art to a sumptuous feast). To see this, it is enoughpgareom
Ru b e fiThedThree Graces" (16381640) with the group of the three graces in
Sandro Botticellidés painting "Primaver .
view of the previous era. In the work by Botticelli, a master of High Renaissance
painting,there is a restrainecbntemplative beauty, delicate to the point of weigh
lessness.

Rubensés depiction of the eponymous
ideals of the Renaissance. For him, the main thing is to convey the warm pulsation of
life, the lively and fultbodied human flesh. Therefore, he is not afraid to indulge in
"sensuality”, painting blooming, exuberantly colored bodies with their lushness,
bumpy masses, and folds.

Through all this, Rubens extolled the exceptional fullness ofdifeek, the joy
of existence, which often translated into motifs of earthly abundance. His allegorical
painting"The Union of Earth and Water" (between 1612 and 1615) is perceived as
a symbol of these motifs.

The goddess of fertility, Ceres, and the godhefseas, Neptune, are presented
in the typical "repertoire" of the great Flemish artist: frank sensuality, overflowing
luxury of human and natural forms, conveyed with rich colors, and energetic co
trasts of color, figures, and poses, creating a sernbeatiical elevation.

One cannot help but notice the sea deity, a triton, who blows a horn in a conch
shell with his elemental power, deriving it from the complete unity with the natural
world. Everything exudes a happy state of mind, which so starklyseplpihne co-
flicts and dissonances of the tragic era that the Baroque would become a little later.

Motifs of life abundance and the ability of humans to enjoy the blessings of e
istence were widely conveyed in completely realistic depictions. One of theofoy
the Baroque era was the enjoyment of music, which became widespread deross di
ferent social classes. This is why corresponding themes emerged frequently in the
painting of that time. One such example can be found in the canvas of the Italian ar
ist Michelangelo Merisi daCaravaggio (1573 1610) titled "The Lute Player"

(1595), which the author considered his best creation.

The vibrant feeling of life is expressed wonderfully here as nowhere atse. N
ticeable first and foremost is the lush and sultrycharof t he Sout hern
(the rounded fullness of this face possesses girlish features, which is why itets som
times referred to as the "Girl with a Lute"). The main focus of the painting is the
blooming youth, supplemented by a rich bouquet of éievand a scatter of fruits.

The sensuousness of the representation harmonizes with the spirituality of the image:
the el egance of the musical I nstr ument
graphic signs in the unfolded notes, the delicate fingketseomusician in a state of
creative inspiration.



The sensual completeness in perceiving the world, the theme of the abundance
of |Iifeds goods (often transitioning i
of thestill life genre, associated withe depiction of utensils, fruits, flower bouquets,
game, and so on. A particular interest in still life was naturally to be expected from
representatives of the Flemish school.

One of them, a contemporary of Rubens and closely collaborating with him,
wasFrans Snyders(1579 1657). As a true son of bourgeois Flanders, he, in a-dec
rative and colorful manner, revealed the sense of wealth of the natural gifts and crea
ed an extensive series of still lifes called "Market Scenes". Among thémsis
Market" (1620s1630s), where a huge table overflows with abundance of food.
Noteworthy is the purely Baroque contrast between this almost fantastical heap of
wildlife and the entirely real figure of the owner, busily engaged in everyday co
cerns.

* * *

Another antithesis can be presented as the juxtaposition of refrstdcratic
and folkloric, lowly elements.

The refinedaristocratic art of the Baroque era originated fromMannerism
At the early stages of the epoch, this was the most notable directibit,sémod out
due to its increased attention to artistic technique, individual styd@neri hence
the name. Mannerism gravitated towards the aesthetics of mystery, the unusual, the
intricately whimsical (by the way, the tefBaroqueitself in literal ranslation means
whimsical, strange

From Mannerism, the entire Baroque era retained the inclination towards eli
ism, which was connected to perceptions of refinement, elegance, and even-sophist
cation in manifestations of human nature. Notable fos#tieconsciousness of artists
of this time was the fact that they often saw themselves as aristocrats of the spirit.
Therefore, artists often found in themselves a worthy model for reproducing these
gualities.

This is evident in the caseAntbohyvaRu b e n
Dyck (1599 1641) in his'Self-Portrait" . This artist predominantly created brilliant
ceremonial portraits of the nobility. In his selbrtrait, he presents himself in a §im
lar manner, while additionally highlighting in his appearance the features of a vibrant
artistic personality’ free and inspired. Both aspects are emphasized through details
such as the luxurious fabric of the costume and the delicate, nervous fingers of the
artist.
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Anthony van DyckSelf-Portrait

The desire to embody the aristocratic tendencies inherent to the era prompted
the artists to neglect, seemingly, the most essential artistic conventions.

The Italian artisCarlo Dolci (1616 1686), portraying onef the religious fij-
ures of church history in the painting "St. Cecilia" (circa 1670), excluded anyihistor
cal realities of the early Christian era. He dressed his young heroine in "elegant" attire
fashionable in the second half of the 17th century andti@ebher making music on
a baroque home organ. The only "disruption” in perceiving this remarkably attractive
high-society individual with her delicate yet precise features is the halo above her
head, which could, at a careless glance, be mistakenype at headgear.
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The same line of open modernization of the legendary figure is evident in
"The Virgin and Child with a Spindle" (1570s) by the Spanish paintaris de Mo-
rales (circa 15101586). It is immediately apparent that the heroine of this painting
cannot be placed among the Madonnas of the Renaissance.

The workdiffersin the accentuated aristocratism of the appearance: there are
the nearly unnatural elongation of all proportions, the "abke$s drooping eyelids,
the allure of a certain facial asynetryi a completely extraordinary beauty, the s
phistication of which is accentuated by the cool color palette and the "enamel" pain
ing technique.

Also, the workdiffers in that there is a see of mystery in the figure.

Of course, based on the inerththe stereotypical interpretation of the image of the
Virgin Mary, one might assume a foreboding anticipation of the fate of the Child,
who is presently full of carefree alertness, curiously examining a-lkessbject

(the spindle transformed). Nevieelessthis Madonna, with the signs of inner suffe

ing on her face, mournfully contemplating something of her own, is a mystery, as
mysteriously beautiful as her entire demeanor.

In poetry, Mannerism asserted itself with a complex form of expression, the
use of whimsical metaphors and unexpected comparisons, refined skill in aersific
tion, and a penchant for experimentation.

One of the leaders of this movement, the Italian wi@eambattistaMarino
(1569 1625), defined his creed as follows:T h e p al & toGwprise,ao aste
ish. Those who cannot do this should clean hors&scording to another famous
Mannerist, the Spanishpoet: ngpkLai s de G- ngoi6ada7),"PnlyAr g o
the exceptional, the whimsically complex, can be beautiful.”

Despiteall their refinement, Mannerists could also draw upon folklores el
ments; yet, in this case, they remained true to thamner Take, for exampleG -n-
gorad 8Black Romance". Adhering to the rhythm and intonation of the romance, a
genre of Spanish populapetry, the author sets himself the challenging task & ma
ing the word"'black” resonate in every line (in one of them, this occurs even fiwice
"Growing blacker than a black cloup”

Brilliantly unraveling such a perplexing charade, he manages to fudlyide
the thematic content and unwavering logic of the plot. The initial premise ofdhe sc
ne enacted here presupposes that the characters involved (he and she) are of Africar
descent. The suitordos fervent andacke X pr e
ness" (black day... black ingratitude... black angel... black catt.), are counterac
ed by his paramour in an equally "black” manner.

* * *

How did music respond to the aristocratization of art? By the end of the 16th
century, themadrigal became the leading secular génaevocal poem distinguished
by its subtlety of expression, flexible presentation of poetic text nuances, and a strive
for psychological depth. It was during this time that the exploration of chromaticism
and dissoance, processes that ran through madrigal culture with the greatest intens
ty, began. With the introduction of chromaticism (dividing the tone into its half
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steps), the capacity to convey more nuanced gradations of feelings and sensations
sharply increasedissonance (as a consonance opposed to consonance) enabled the
expression of complex, conflicting emotions and psychological states.

Throughout the early Baroque period, all of this was rigorously realized in the
madrigals ofGesualdo(Prince Carlo Gesldo da Venosa, circa 15601613). Into-
ducing the most delicate bends in the melodic line, sudden transitions from tonality to
tonality, and a continuous flickering of harmonic light and shade, he achieved deep
psychological insights, conveying the neuwgovibrations of the most intense soul
statesi something entirely unprecedented for his time. As one of the mostndemo
strative examples of this style, we can mention the spiritual composi@oros om-
nes" (Latin for "O, all of you..."), which was perfoed by the Russian ensemble
"Madrigal” with particular subtlety and poignancy.

In stark contrast to everything just discussed were the art forms associated with
thefolkloric, lower class spherdJp until the Baroque era, professional art rarely e
gaged wih such material. The very fact that even adherents of aristocratic art took an
interest in this material speaks to the inevitability of its emergence in prominént pos
tions in artistic creation.

Anthonyvan Dyckwas mentioned above as the author of brilliant ceremonial
portraits of nobility. He was also capable of paintii&). Peter" (circa 1617), d-
picting the saint in the guise of a commoner, with rugged facial features andg-dishe
eled hair. It is worth notinghat this depiction also presents another exampleaef B
rogue spiritualisni passionate sentiment, sincerity, and fervor of religious impulse.

And one more juxtaposition.-Powitt, it s pe
was mentioned that painters oftenridun themselves a model of an outstandmg i
dividual of "blue blood". However, the opposite also took place when an artist
demonstratively lowered their "image", descending to the "depths" of life. In the self
portrait entitled"Revelers" (circa 1660), te Dutch artistlan Steen(circa 16261
1679) humorously depicted himself and his wife in the most ordinary domestic se
ting and significantly inebriated.

Among the first to reveal the lowetass element in art was the Dutch artist
Pieter Bruegel (between1525 and 1530 1569), who represented early Dutch art,
that is, before the division into Dutch and Flemish schools that would come later. He
was one of the earliest artists to transition to depicting the common man its the a
mosphere of real lifeandtopd r ayi ng the worl d Toftenever
peasant life, which earned him the nicknafpeasant Bruegel*He recreated this
world in all its rough nakedness, in accordance with the forms of reality itself. One
can judge all that from such a pting as"The Peasant Wedding".

Many of his compatriots in both the Netherlands and Flanders followed in
Bruegel 6s footsteps. O n AdriaenfBrouwér €1605 ort h e
160671 1638), is a master of vivid, sharp grotesque in depicting vatgrusaces of
life”, which he captured through physiognomic sketches of characters fromnthe co
mon people. Among the striking examples is the skékble Bitter Potion™ .

The folkloric, lower class element also found its reflection in the musical art.
This primarily pertained to instrumental genres, which were gaining autonomy then,
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since until the Baroque era, music with genuine artistic significance had been pr
dominantly that relying on lyrics. The development of instrumental genres claiming
autonomy is bieeved to have originated with the work of tBaglish virginalistgthe
virginal is an English variety of harpsichord). This was a large group of musicians
who primarily worked around the turn of the 17th century.

The virginalists were characterized byliaect connection with folk music. In
their works, they willingly used folk melodies. Their compositions often bore a
rough, openly plebeian character and were distinguished by extreme vividness, pu
gency, and vibrant zest for life. All of this is repretsehin the piece by the leader of
the virginalists William Byrd (circa 1543 1623, a senior contemporary of William
Shakespeare), titledThe Flute and Droome" an overtly folkloriegenre "prini
tive", based on the imitation of military musical instrunseiithe thunder of the
"drum" and the piercing sound of the "flute").

* * *

Continuing to explore the strongest contrasts characteristic of the Baroque era,
let us turn to the antithesis whgedyandzest for life Indeed, side by side existdte
sharply conflicting, agonizing, openly tragic sensation of life and its joyful, carefree,
even lighthearted perception. Let us start by examining the tragic aspects.

From the midl6th century, there was a shift from the harmonious, balanced
Renaissarne worldview more towards contemplations of the imperfection asd di
har mony of existence. Shakespearedos Hari
"The time is out of joint. O cursed spiteThat ever | was born to set it rightThis
disjointedness aturally engenders a sense of fragility and unreliability of existence.
One feels like a splinter in the maelstrom of life.

One of the most common themes in Baroque literature is the caprices of fate,
which ruthlessly strike anyone. The Spanish péetono Mira de Amescua(be-
tween 1574 and 15781640) in his poemSong" presents a whole series of plots on
this matter: a carefree finch sweetly chirps but is shot by a hunter; a beauty captures
hearts, but illnesses disfigure her, and so forth. This sdeesdapicts the fate of a
rich man.

It becomes entirely evident that the exceptional and the accidental begin to be
perceived as the norm and law of existence. Largely due to such subjective@redisp
sition, human life becomes filled with anxiety, uneasel eamotional turmoil. Much
Is painted in pessimistic tones, emphasizing motifs of futility and transience tf exis
ence, as noted with complete despair in the sotilets Vanity" by the German
poetAndreasGryphius(16161664).

In Baroque art, the thenwd suffering and martyrdom gained widespread-tra
tion. Often, these were caused by malice emanating from people themselves. The
English dramaturgy particularly addressed thisigdsGeh a k e spear e s | mi
decessors and successors.

William Shakespearéimself paid tribute to this. However, his thoughts delved
deeper. He sought to understand the origins of evil in man, how it infiltrates the souls
of i ndividual s, what drives them to di
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death and destructiorle exposed the underlying motives of crimes against haman
ty: selfishness, envy, ambition, thirst for power, and so on.

Shakespeare succeeded in showcasing the "mechanics" of villainy iu-metic
lous detail. The figure of lago immediately comes to mind. {fAgedy"Othello"

(1604) could justifiably be called by the name of this cunning plotter, who becomes
the spring of action. He weaves his wetl
mind is undeniable, his machinations usually full of cynicism.

To pepetrate such deeds, a special breed of people had to suf&oae
souls;, as Al exander Bl ok referred "Kiog t he
Lear" (1605). The playwright himself gave him a hint. Broken by trials, Lear seeks
judgment for his daghters who betrayed him and regarding one of them 'SHysn
let them anatomize Regan; see what breeds about her heart. Is there any cadse in n
ture that make these hard hearts?"

As a result of all the abow@entioned, théragedy of life perceptiobecanes
apparent, with the greatest depths in this regard found once again in Shakespeare. B
fore him, as he saida sea of troubles’bpened up. Although in his plays, in the
struggle of darkness and light, in the battle of evil and righteous forces, gopadgand
tice often prevail, the cost of this victory cannot fail to frighiteihrough mountains
of corpses, through twisted lives!

Shakespearebds contemplations on the
a culmination of thoughts iBonnet 66 where we ihd the strongest outburst oftbi
terness and disillusionment. The amplification of unbearable life dissonances is
achieved here through the enumeration of its ugliness. And in the final couplet, an
explanation is given as to why one cannot leave this wtrkl brotherhood of like
minded people is the only support in this life, and one must do everything possible to
uphold the fragile thread of emotional responsiveness, compassion, humanity. This
was one of the foundations of Baroque humanism, which wilismussed at the very
end of this review.

Speaking of the Baroque as a tragic era, one can cite the music @&- Shak
spear e ds HemwyRpeelt (circad®59 1695), as evidence. This imprint is
very tangible in his overture to the playhe Gordian Knot Untied", the title of
which is emblematic in its own way, becoming a symbol of complexity, entangled in
the contradictions of time. Relying solely on strings and litanies, the composer ma
ages to convey colossal internal tension and a poignant sketise gatastrophic az
ture of existence in this music while maintaining external restraint. The pathos of
grand emotions and thoughts is revealed here through a slow and grandiose pace of a
funeral procession (in the rhythms of an ancient passacaglia).

* * *

The intensification of dJlathfcenfusy, dariognt r e
the transition from the Renaissance to the Baroque, brought about fundamental
changes in the panorama of visual arts. Alongside the sense of disharmony-of exis
ence,artists began to sketch out the flaws and sores of the surrounding world, and
moreoveli its deformities.
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This line of development was particularly active in Dutch painting (later Dutch
and Flemish), starting witRieter Bruegel Among his latter canvasés"The Beg-
gars" (1568), depicting legless beggars resembling stumps. The artist accentuates the
grotesque and repulsive aspects here, caring least about arousing pity or sympathy in
the viewer for these unfortunate individuals. For him, this "subjectioie of a me
aphor through which he exposes the ugly sides of life.

In the same year of 1568, Bruegel created the paitiihg Blind Leading
the Blind" . Crossing the plane of the canvas is a chain of blind beggars. Their faces
are ugly, portraying dullnesand animal voracity. The procession moves towards a
cliff, and with each step, the figures become more unstable, gestures more uincertain
the blind fall one by one into the watldted ravine. Once again, before us is a digni
icant metaphor affirmingne dismal truth: the ordinary life path of people is the path
of the blind.

Pieter BruegelThe Blind Leading the Blind

The theme of villainy and the associated martyrdom became widespread in
painting. Human cruelty was revealed with heightesgatessiveness and sometimes
even with physiological nakedness.

In the painting"The Massacre of the Innocents', the French artisNicolas
Poussin(1594 1665) illustrates a biblical account in which the king of Judea, Herod
(the late 1st century BCE), omdel the slaughter of all newborns upon hearing about
the birth of Christ, out of fear for his throne against the one prophesied as the "King
of the Jews", and in ignorance of the whereabouts of the Infant Jesus. The subject is
depicted with ruthless candand the most powerful means: a desperate plea to spare
the child (the woman in the center), the despair of a mother carrying the slain infant
(the figure on the right), a soldier stepping on the throat of a lyingibabbythese are
blatant facts of theavagery of the executioners, their open cruelty.

The sense of the painfulness of existence was accentuated in every way. Sim
| ar motifs were often embodied through
life. And again, all of this was being laidwn, starting from the Late Renaissance.
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For the St. P et dichelange® @475 1564¢veho was on® 0 me
of the architects of this basilica) created one of his most outstanding late works, the
sculptural groug' P i e This ltalian word Rity or Mercy) in visual arts denotes a
scene of the lamentation of Christ by the Virgin Mary. To a certain extent, the sense
of enlightened sublimity is still preserved in the portrayal of the tragic figure:aas M
donna cradles the body of her deceased Son oknleess, she is frozen in mournful
resignation before the event.

As for Titian, a younger contemporary of Michelangelo who outlived him by
only 12 years, he openly expressed the theme of martyrdom. It is enough to-reme
ber his canvasSaint Sebastian”, depcting a man suffering from arrows piercing
him.

This artist, who started his creative journey at the end of the Renaissance, to a
large extent and in varying ways, opened up the horizons of Baroque aesthetics. This
is well evident in the paintin§Christ C arrying the Cross" (circa 1566). Like in
"Saint Sebastian" with its stormy atmosphere, here we see the same darkened color
scheme, but with a sharper focus on the psychological state of the central character.
Internally, the painting is permeated with theh ou g ht : Christods
Cross" is a symbol of the heavy, cruciform path of man in this vale of tears.

An example of a thoroughly Baroque treatment of the theme under c@asider
tion can be seen in the paintifihe Crucifixion" by the Italian arst Alessandro
Magnasco(16671749). The pathos of martyrdom and suffering is taken tothe e
treme here. The turbulent and even tumultuous nature of the entire composdion res
nates with the depiction of a raging element. Against the backdrop of a vasy stor
sky (which becomes almost a mandatory attribute of such imagery), the crucified
body with the flowing folds of clothing is depicted. The situation is presented almost
naturalistically, enhanced by the emotions of witnesses to the execution, in & state o
immense confusion, boundless despair, and deep stress.

* * *

Alongside the exceptional contradiction, disharmony, and tragedy in Baroque
art, there was the direct oppositeibrant zest for lifejoy, and lightness of mood. In
other wordsthere was a splitting of the flow of life into sharply contrasted poles,
which coexisted not only among different authors creating at the same time but also
within the work of the same author.

We have just talked abodtoussio s wor k " The mecensacr e
which was presented as evidence of nightmares of cruelty. That same Poussin could
magnificently convey the brilliance of the colors of the world, the harmony of human
community, the enjoyment of | i f painsng bl e s
"The Empire of Flora" (1631). In the center of the busy composition is Floea, b
stowing joy all around, as any goddess of flowers and spring blossoms would. The
canvas is bathed in sunlightHelios himself (the sun god) moves across the sky in
his chariot.

Another example of combining seemingly entirely unthinkable contrasts can be
found in the poetry dPierre de Ronsard1524 1585), a compatriot of PoussiiAll
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| Have Now Is Bones..."are truly chilling lines, in which the harsh reality ofelib s
end is spoken of. And alongside this, the pd&im the Hawthorn -Tree..." written
around the same time is filled with the light joy of life, where the sense of spring
freshness grows into a true hymn of youth. This is conveyed in part through dynamic
shfts in rhythm (in the meter, continuous alternation of sewaneightfoot with
threefoot lines).

Such direct expression of the joy of life among artists, perhaps more vividly
and fully than anyone else, was embodied by the Dutch p&rdaas Hals (betwveen
1581- 158571 1666). This feeling he often revealed in vivid and lively sketches of
characters, drawn from the common people, emphasizing the mental healtir of ind
viduals from the lower classes (one remarkable example beiriylbiatto” ). Like
no one &se, Hals possessed the secret of capturing a natural, lively smile. Some of his
childrends portraits emiithe gumtessesce ofrthiss h i
could be consideréLaughing Boy" .
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Frans Hals Laughing Boy
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Continuing with the comparisons, in the spherpeaforming arts we find the
following situation: the Baroque era was a time of flourishing theatrical tragedy, but
at the same time, it was also a time of flourishing comedy.

The beginning of the rise abmedy just like the beginning of the European
professional theater of the Modern era in general, was laid by the ikalamedia
d el |.& arigihated in Venice in the 1560s, precisely at the dawn of the Baroque
era. Subsequently, in other countridseir own schools of comedy writing quickly
evolved, featuring outstanding names sucBleakespearén EnglandLope de Vega
i n Spain (born F®I i x-1685) pneMod € in MrangeaboxCa r p |
JeanBaptiste Poquelin, 1622673).

In the realmof music, something similar made an early and vibrant appearance
in the genre omadrigal comedylt mainly developed in Italy, stemming from the
madrigal and directly preceding the emergence of opera. The theatricalization of the
madrigal in such compdsgins involved introducing a plot, stage action, charadter d
alogues, and a theatrical element. Naturally, this demanded acting, including overtly
buffoonish techniques involving comedy and parody.

An exemplary specimen of madrigal comedy can be represéyteEnte r-
tainment for the Eve of Carnival Thursday before Dinner" by Adriano Banchieri
(1567 1634), where in one scene in particular, there is an inventive and witty parody
of a liturgy ("Counterpoint of the Animals").

* * *

It is clear from theabovestated that people of that time were characterized by
an admirable sense of humor, an amazing ability to enjoy life, and an extraordinary
vivacity of character.

This liveliness was one manifestation of a more general property inherent in
the Baroqueera. Let us denote it with the wodynamism which naturally implies
energy, action, and movement.

The last of the mentioned features (movement) received a unique embodiment
in architecture. Building facades began to stand out with exceptional complexity
flexible and mobile flowing forms, sharply projected relief of cornices, columns, and
porticos, curvilinear outlines (architectural planes became curved or brokenyemplo
ing concave and convex surfaces, twisted columns, and so on).

One of the examples @il the aforementioned can be seen in @mirch of
San Carloin Rome (full name: Sandtlo alle Quattro Fontane, 1634667). This is
the fruit of the imagination of the Italian architeétrancesco Borromini
(1599 1667), who is considered one of the mimisliiant masters of the whimsically
picturesque Baroque style. The distinctive features of such a style are fully inherent
i n the internal appearance of Borromini
luxury of sculpture, paintings, stucco workydaa variety of materials. A highly il
trative example is the interior of the chuSra nt 6 Agne sieRom&n Agone

In Russia, the idea of pronounced dynamism was excellently conveyed in a
chitectural forms byFrancescoBartolomeoRastrelli (1700 1771, hs father, the
sculptor Carlo Bartolomeo Rastrelli, will be mentioned later).
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When we enter the main vestibule of his celebrated creatibaWinter Pal-
ace (St. Petersburg), which now houses the famous Hermitage, and begin to ascend
the Jordan Staircase instead of clear, straight staircases, we find smoothly curved
outlines both in the railing lines and the shapes of the $tépss, the characteristic
Baroque curvature is presented here as if "squared”. The Baroque style anneunces i
self here through stiply contrasting color schemes: the snowy white marble of the
staircase and the dark columns (this resembles the characteristic contrast of "white"
and "black” in Baroque painting, which will be discussed later), and nearby, there is
dense gilding with exemely complex patterns in the stucco work. And ovérall
there is a special luxury in the lush palace interior.

A unique example of FCatlsetine Pdlaceindlsa- d y n e
skoye Selo (now théown of Pushkin), built in 1752.757. Its sumptuaiand &-
tremely elongated, thrdeundredmeter facade facing the park stands out fornts i
credible richness and variety of forms.

The complexity of the architectural composition lies in its medtnponent
structure: the park facade consists of a safesmaller facades, each maintained in
its own style. What unites them is sophisticated complexity and continuous renewal
of articulations and forms (surface treatment, rhythm of projections, sculptumal dec
ration, various types of windows, trims, columasd so on). This diversity culm
nates in the soaring golden domes of the palace church, combining a Russian motif
with t he Ba r-Buppean flairt paticeldrlg evideatnn the distinctive i
terpretation of the onieshaped domes.

The art of theBaroque era developed its formulas of kinetic dynamics, which
were aptly termed awmotorics Indeed, in many cases, this was a true "engine't; ope
ating ceaselessly, pulsating rhythmically, and splendidly embodying the focused
rhythm of creative processes.

This kind of energy was excellently conveyed in the fast movements af-his i
strumental concertos by the Italian compo&etonioVivaldi (1678 1741). The po-
nounced expression of powerful kinetic drive was also frequently found in the music
of Johann Selstian Bach, somewhat reminiscent of a continuously operatinghmec
anism. This can be seen in his works, even in miniatures designed for noviee mus
ciansi for example, in one of hikittle Preludes for keyboard (Little Prelude in
C minor, found under the mober 999 in the Bach catalog).

* * *

Special facets of zest for life were brought about byRbeocostyle, which
emerged in France during the concluding stages of the era. If Baroque art "started
off" (the second half of the 16th century) witannerism, then "on the way out" (the
first half of the 18th century), it largely transformed into Rococo.

This style was characterized by a light, carefree, "sybaritic" dispositiors; tran
lating nearly everything into a realm of pleasure, ease, idle ezesteand playful
nonchalance. Often, it was superficial art, sometimes even frivolous, but one cannot
deny its charming, alluring, graceful elegance and sophistication. This is why another
term for this manner was thlyallant style which is quite appropaie since it wassa
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sociated with the atmosphere of high society life, and the meaning of the French word
galant (polite, courteous, refingdoerfectly reflects the essence of this artisticadire
tion.

The Rococo style influenced all forms of art, but itqarced the most sigmif
cant results in painting, architectural interiors, and music.

Rococopainting is characterized by elegance and decorative richness. Almost
always, its scenes possess an intriguing quality: the paintings resemble carefully
staged theatrical vignettes. The color palette also takes on a special onetitg
vibrant, it becomes sfrefined, and slightly faded.

The roots of Rococo in painting can be traced back to the works of the French
artist JeanAntoineWatteau (1684 1721), known for his delicate drawing style and
exquisite tenderness of pastel tones.

One of his characteristic works 1$he Feast of Love" (between 1717 and
1719), where in a park near the statue of the goddess of love, Aphrodite, accomp
nied by Cupid, ladies and gentlemen enact gallant scenes.

JeanAntoine Watteaul he Feast of Love

Rococo expressed itself most fully amnchitectural interiors In the 17th cent
ry, architects focused on grand monumental pateck complexes, while in the first
half of the 18th century, attention shifted to small palace buildings and urban ma
sions. Tke main efforts of architects were directed towards the interior of these stru
tures. The demands of respectable aristocratic life brought qualities such as comfort,
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intimacy, and essential originality to the forefront. Rococo catered to these needs
with its exquisite luxury, elaborately intricate contours, and often deliberate- asy
metry in the overall composition and its individual details.

These aspirations were linked to the flourishingdetorative arts Rococo
decorativeness was defined by various {&an effects, overall ornate finishes, fanc
fully curved lines, intricate sculpted and carved patterns, swirls, vegetal vines, flo
ers, and garlands. A central motif of ornamental compositions often becamelthe sty
ized depiction of a shelil the sacalledrocaille (from which the ternrRococois de-
rived). Interior decoration widely employed numerous mirrors of elaborate shapes,
colorful carpets, and painted panels with allegorical, mythological scenes, gadkant fe
tivities, fantastical narratives, and motifsEastern exoticism.

Over time, these influences reached Russia. Exemplifying lavish decorative,
luxurious Russian Rococo are the interiors of @enese Palacan Oranienbaum
(now Lomonosov, near St. Petersburg), including Rloecelain Cabinet and the
SpangleWork Cabinet. The latter features an incredibly notable panel covering an
entire wall, filled with various exotic elements from the animal and plant kingdoms.

In music, the delicate elegance and gracefulness typical of Rococo led-to mi
laturism:

1 in terms of scale, this typically involved small pieces or suites composed of
a series of such pieces;

1 the texture was transparent, and the sound was chdikdér featuring a
few instruments, often soloharpsichord.

The quiet, delicately cool tone ofdtharpsichord perfectly matched the "good
tone" (Frenchbon tor) of the chosen society, its refined tastes, exquisite manners,
and aristocratic etiquette. This is wikiyench harpsichord musibecame synon
mous with the Rococo style.

The central figure of this school wésr a n Caupesn (1663- 1733). His
style is characterized by the gracefulness of melodic lines, intricate rhythm, detailed
strokes, rich ornamentation (abundance of melismas, i.e., embellishments)wThe je
eled texturecan evoke associations with beads or pearl embroidery. In some pieces,
the delicacy of the musical fabric is taken to such an extent that the music begins to
resemble a porcelain statuette (a favorite genre of Rococo applied sculpture) or some
precious tm k e t . Among Couperinds compdsitet i on
No. 23is particularly noteworthy in this regard.

Ultimately, Rococo art was aimed at a bright smile, rainbow light, and -'light
winged" joy. As expressed by the leading German compegaiang in this style
like Georg PhilippTelemann(1681- 1767),"music should flow on like champagne."
This sentiment is excellently captured in one of the hits of the early 18th céntury
the populaiLa Badinerie (French forjesi from Johann Sebastian 8d Orshestral
Suite No. 2 The solo flute in this piece literally sparkles with the lively joy of life,
playing like "sunbeams".
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* * *

As we recall, the Baroque era derived its name from the style of the same name
(Baroque) that dominateBuropean art from the mitiéth to the miell8th century.
Concluding our examination of the Baroque style, let us delve into its properties such
as contrast, fantasy, and baroque temperament.

Regarding the sharply pronounceadntrastcharacteristic of the Baque, we
have been discussing contrasts brought to the level of antitheses, which is key to u
derstanding the Baroque era.

The principle of contrast was widely used in music during that time. Hence, the
practice of dynamic juxtaposition such@anoi forte (softi loud) was first into-
duced. A specific variation of this was thecho", a popular auditory effect of the
time: a brief phrase playddrte is immediately repeated dep@mna. The overall m-
clination of Baroque art towards this quality wassgmificant that composers sem
times sought to combine contrasts not only horizontally (alternating episode$) but a
so vertically, simultaneously.

An original development of this idea, technically challenging in music, can be
found in theMagnificat by the Italian composeClaudio Monteverdi(1567 1643, a
pioneer in the world of opera). The Magnificat, a piece based on the Gospel narrative
of the Annunciation, bears resemblance to a cantata or even an oratorio in form and
scale.

In the first part of this wrk, two contrasting sound layers are vividly pxt
posed:

1 the lower layer, presented in prolonged durations, is dark and oppressive in
its character;

1 the upper layer, conveyed in lively motion, is entirely different in nature
bright and playfully engaga (the main line, in turn, is built on continuous echoing
effects).

This bold and vivid dramaturgical montage symbolically embodies the B
roque dualism of two contrasting elemehthie monasti@scetic, "tomHike" versus
the vital, youthful aspects.

In painting, the principle of contrast was particularly evident and stable in the
extremely distinctive technique of starkly contrasting light and shadow. One of the
earliest breakthroughs in Baroque stylistics, among others, should be credited to the
artwork "The Nativity" (circa 1530) by the Italian artigtntonio Correggio (circa
14897 1534).

At the center of the canvas is Mary with the newborn Christ. The color scheme
of the night lighting takes on a specific figurative and symbolic direction: the rad
ane emanating from the Infant imparts a miraculous character to the event. In the
continuous flow of light, the face of the young Madonna, bent over the newborn, is
filled with joy, tenderness, and love.

All the rest appears in the reflection of this rad&rithe rest is filled with the
characteristic heightened dynamism of Baroque art, which manifests itself in-the e
ergetic poses of the foreground figures and in the complex diagonal composition of
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the canvas. Noteworthy is the additional contrast: juxigbegith the reality of the
main characters (including Joseph, who, in the darkness, is busy with & raule
touch of everyday life) are the hovering figures of demigods in the clouds, ganctif
ing what is happening in this corner of the earth (a mysticardg

A beam of bright light piercing the darkness, extracting a figure or object from
the background or surroundings and illuminating them as if with a projectoribeam
this is the effect that Baroque artists often sought to achieve. One of the fiost to
sistently employ this powerful technique wiasan.

In his painting'Salvator Mundi" (1560s), the image of the aéeing and all
knowing GodMan emerges from the darkness of the world as a beacon of wisdom
and higher spirituality. The face radiatesnfr an oval of coablack hair, bordered by
sharp light rays of a halo. The hands are also illuminated: one in the gesture of the
cross, the other (seemingly glowing from within) holding a dark sphere with rare
patches of illumination. The symbolic meanwigsuch a coloristic solution is entirely
clear: how little light and goodness there is in this gloomy world!

Titian Salvator Mundi

A similar path of emphasized contrast between "light" and "darkness"fwas o
ten followed by those painters who are usually classified as realists. One of them was
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DiegoVelazquez f ul | nameguea edgeo RNiolduw & - 660VIal 8 z C
the "Portrait of a Knight of the Order of Santiago" , he presents a brightly illum
natedface against an impenetrable black background of the wall and clothing. This
contrast of "white" and "black", combined with the alert gaze and a golden chain
snaking through the costume, emphasizes the great inner tension of the dignified
character, his adiness for the vicissitudes of fatéhe very vicissitudes that were so
accentuated in the consciousness of the Baroque man.

Another essential quality of the Baroque style received a distinct genge desi
nation in the music of that erfantasy Let us cérify right away: in the character of
fantasy in those times, musical pieces like preludes, toccatas, capriccios, etc., were
often created. A characteristic example in this regard can be considered the keyboard
piece "The Call of the Birds" by the French @mposerJeanPhilippe Rameau
(1683 1764).

A strong inclination towards fantasy and imaginative thinking as a method of
artistic creativity was also evident in other forms of art, including painting. This was
expressed in the fondness for the unusual, wicathsand in the manipulation ofan
terials that astonished with their rarity and exoticism.

The greatest master of the Dutch landscdpeobvan Ruisdae1628 or 1629
i 1682), paints'The Marsh in a Forest" as a corner of pristine, wild nature.rPe
hapsi exi sted iIin reality, but even in tF}
find and capture such scenes in colors. Everything here appears in an unusual pe
spective, including the attentiagrabbing twisted trunks and branches. In juxt&pos
tion with living creatures (a hunter in the distance and a startled duck up close), the
trees seem immense, even cyclopean. This creates not only a mysteriously dim but
almost fantastical landscape.

However, I f i n Ruisdael 0s | andscape
whether it could be true or not, i&l Grecdd s p a'lView ofnTgledo"”

(1604 1614), a realistically existing Spanish city is depicted. The artist worked on it
for over ten years,mal in this case, we understand the "agonies of creation”. Reality
was only an impulse for the outstanding master, and he actively transformed-and re
reated it in accordance with the subjective play of his imagination. The result was a
distorted and jaggedrban skyline, squeezed between the masses of earth and sky,
portrayed in a dark and stormy color scheme.

In such works, unrestrained imagination bordered on fantasy and could easily
transition into it. We are already familiar with the Flemish masterilbtit#, Frans
Snyders(let us recall his "Fish Market"). He also has a "living" still life titl€2b n-
cert of Birds" . It is a living still life, yet entirely fictional. Starting from the situation
depicted in the title of the painting and ending withuarmaginable detail: an owl in
the center of the canvas holds out open notes in front, acting as a conductef. Hype
bole is evident in everything here, including the depiction of a gathering of various
feathered creatures and the strong emphasis on exmigsh the portrayal of which
is dominated by deliberately refined invention.
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